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1. Name of Property

Historic name: __ Edgewood Historic District — Taft Estate Plat

Other namessite numbers

2. Location

Street & Number: _bounded roughly by Windsor Road, Narragansett Bay, Circuit Drive, and Broad Street
not for publication: _ N/A

City/Town:  Cranston vicinity:  N/A

State:  RI County: _Providence Code: 007 Zip code: 02905

3. Classification

Ownership of Property:  Private

Category of Property: District

Number of Resources within Property:

Contributing Noncontributing
43 5 buildings
sites
structures
objccts
43 5 Total
Number of contributing resonrces previously listed in the National Register: 0]

Name of related multiple property listing: — N/A
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4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Iistorie Preservation Act ol 1986, as amended, I hereby certily that this X
nowmination request for determination of cligibility meets the doenmentation standards for registering propertics in the National
Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and prolessional requirements set forth in 36 CEFR Part 60. In my opinion, the
property X mceets docs not meet the National Register Criteria

Sce continuation sheet.

] 7//6’/%&()3
'Siglz';turo of certifying official N Date
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property meets docs not meet the National Register criteria.
Sce continuation sheet.
Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal ageney and burcan

5. National Park Service Certification 0

I liereby/certily that this property is: gpatips of Keeper Date ol Action
entered in the National Register % , ) {Yé@ . /
Sce continnation sheet. J‘{ ~ /? %% 2171 O/S'

determined eligible for the
National Register
See continunation sheet.

determined not eligible for the
National Register

removed [rom the
National Register

other (explain):

6. Function or Use

Iistoric. __ DOMESTIC Sub: single dwelling
_DOMESTIC multiple dwelling
COMMERCE business
Current: _ DOMESTIC Sub: single dwelling
DOMESTIC multiple dwelling

COMMERCE business
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Property name _Edgewood Historic District — Taft Estate Plat, Cranston, Providence County, RT.

7. Description

Architectural Classification;

LATE VICTORIAN / Queen Anne
LATE 19TH AND 20TH CENTURY REVIVALS / Colonial Revival
LATE 19TH AND 20TH CENTURY REVIVALS / Tudor Revival
A OTH AND EAR 0TH A RY AMERICAN MO MEN Bungalow
OTHER / Four-square

Other Description:

Materials:  foundation rool

walls other

Describe present and historie physical appearance.

X  Sce continuation sheet.

8. Statement of Significance

Certilying ollicial has considered the significance ol this property in relation to other properties: locally
Applicable National Register Criteria: A.C C'riteria Considerations (IExceptions): N/A
Areas of Significance: ARCHITECTURE
_ COMMUNITY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT
SOCIAL HISTORY

Period(s) of Signilicance: c 1850-1941

Significant Dates: N/A

Significant Person(s): N/A
Cultural Affiliation: N/A
Architeet/Builder: A: Isham. Norman, M.

State significance ol property, and justily criteria, criteria considerations, and arcas and periods ol significance noted above.

X  Sce continuation sheet.
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9. Major Bibliographical References

X Sce continuation sheet.

Previous documentation on [ile (NPS):

preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CI'R 67) has been requested.
previously listed in the National Register

previously determined eligible by the National Register

designated a National Historic Landmark

recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #
recorded by Historic American Engincering Record #

Primary Location of Additional Data:

_ X State historie preservation olTice
Other state ageney
Federal ageney
Local government
University
Other -- Specily Repository:

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property: __approximately fourteen (14) acres

UTM References: Zone  Iasting Northing Zone  Dasting Northing
A _19 _301100 _4626960 B _19 _301320 _4627000
C _19 _301480 _4626710 D _19 301190 4626720

Sce continuation sheet.

Verbal Boundary Description: X Sce continuation sheet.
Boundary Justilication: Sce continuation sheet.

The boundary includes all the land in the original Taft Estate Plat subdivision of 1904, except for lots along the
north side of Ocean Avenue, which were included in the Pawtuxet Village Historic District of 1973, and land
east of Narragansett Boulevard condemned in 1915 for the park at Stillhouse Cove.

11. Form Prepared By

Name/litle: __Robert O. Jones, Senior Architectural Historian
Organization: _Rhode Island Historical Preservation & Heritage Commission Date: July 2003
Street & Number; 150 Benefit Street Telephone: 401-222-4136
City or Town: Providence State: RI ZIP; 02903
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DESCRIPTION

Taft Estate Plat

The Taft Estate Plat occupies an area of about fourteen acres at the southern end of Edgewood, immediately
abutting Ocean Avenue, the northern boundary of Pawtuxet village, and extending east from Broad Street to
Narragansett Boulevard and Stillhouse Cove, the latter a shallow indentation in the shoreline of Narragansett
Bay. Its terrain is dramatic, extending level east from Broad Street to a thirty-foot bluff sloping down to
Narragansett Boulevard and Stillhouse Cove. This grade change accounts for the plat's atypical layout, which
includes two differently configured streets leading down to the shore, and one along the crest which provides
several spectacular house sites overlooking the bay. Once the nucleus of a large country estate which
Providence merchant and industrialist Orray Taft (1793-1865) began to assemble here in 1860, the tract's
original buildings and landscaping have all disappeared, except for a small dwelling at 2064 Broad St., which
was probably a caretaker's or gardener's cottage. When laid out in 1904, this plat was the last portion of the Taft
Estate to be subdivided. Today the Taft Estate Plat is a quiet suburban residential neighborhood of detached
single- and multi-family dwellings set back on moderately-sized landscaped lots along tree-lined streets.
Eighty-five percent of the building stock dates between 1905 and 1930. The prevailing architectural types and
styles within the area reflect this period of intensive development, and range from an early twentieth-century
auto repair garage to contractor-built speculative rental property to imposing architect-designed homes for well-
to-do professionals and businessmen.

The Taft Estate Plat includes streets arranged 1n an irregular pattern, generally forming a curvilinear Y, with
some straight segments intersecting it. At the north end, Windsor Road is aligned and graded to provide a
straight link from Broad Street to Narragansett Boulevard. Circuit Drive appears to follow, at least in part, the
original driveway of the Taft Estate. After entering straight from Broad Street, it swings into a loose S curve
descending to the Boulevard. Selkirk Road runs south from Windsor, curving into Circuit to form the Y,

Stratford Road runs one short block from Broad Street to Selkirk. At the south end of the district, Commercial
Street extends nortl across Ocean Avenue to connect with Circuit Drive.

Originally platted with seventy-nine lots averaging just over 5,400 square feet in area, the Taft plat was a
typical streetcar suburb in terms of average lot size, but atypical in its wide range of lot sizes: from 4,100 to
8,300 square feet, with a single one-acre lot reserved around the estate's main house (the house was demolished
ca 1952 and its lot has been subdivided).

The Taft Estate Plat is filled with houses representing its evolution from farm to country estate to streetcar
and early-auto suburb. The majority date from the period beginning with the inception of the plat in 1904 and
ending with the onset of the Great Depression in 1930. They represent the standard domestic types and styles
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common during that period, including Queen Anne, Colonial Revival, Shingle, Bungalow, Four-square, Dutch
Colonial, Tudor Revival, Two-decker, and Three-decker domestic architecture. Most of these are single- to
three-family dwellings. Rows of well-proportioned and attractively articulated Four-squares, Two-deckers, and
revivalist Colonials along Circuit Drive, Stratford Road, and Windsor Road establish the background,
punctuated with more visually prominent dwellings such as the Jopp House at the corner of 1 Selkirk / 32
Windsor, with its twin two-story gazebo-towers at the corners of the veranda; the English Medieval/Tudor
Revival Peter Lind House at 22 Selkirk; the elaborate Queen Anne William Smith House at 28 Selkirk, with its
ogee-domed tower; the impeccable Georgian/Federal Revival William Lind House at 36 Circuit; the free-style,
Modern Colonial Radcliffe House at 30 Circuit; the Colonial Revival Saxe House at 56 Windsor; the classic
mid-western-type Four-square Smith House at 20 Stratford; and the Barry bungalow at 61 Windsor. The
district derives its distinctive character from the evocative qualities of its historic period architecture, the almost
park-like setting created by the overall pattern of detached domestic buildings interspersed with stretches of
lawn and plantings of trees, shrubs, and flower beds, and the subdivision's dramatic siting overlooking
Narragansett Bay.

Over time there have been numerous small property transfers between abutting landowners, which have
produced some reconfiguration of the original layout. Today the plat encompasses fifty-four lots containing
twenty-nine single-unit dwellings, fourteen two-unit dwellings, one three-unit dwelling, two dwellings now
converted to office use, and one commercial building. (Nine additional lots from the original Taft Plat, along the
north side of Ocean Avenue, were included within the boundary of the Pawtuxet Village National Register
Historic District in 1973).
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Edgewood

The Edgewood neighborhood (together with the village of Pawtuxet) comprises the easternmost portion of
the city of Cranston. Lying about three to four miles south of downtown Providence, Edgewood encompasses
about one and one-quarter square miles, bounded by the Providence city line on the north, Narragansett Bay on
the east, Pawtuxet River and village on the south, and Roger Williams Park on the west. The topography of the
area is varied and picturesque. On the east a line of bluffs, punctuated by a ravine near its northern end,
overlooks Narragansett Bay. These bluffs vary in grade and setback from the river, in some places rising forty
feet right at the shoreline, in others sloping more gently to a height of thirty feet further back from the river. To
the west, the ground declines slightly to Cunliff's Pond, a former mill pond which has been dredged and
reconfigured to become the centerpiece of Roger Williams Park. On the south, the meandering Pawtuxet,
bordered by marsh for much of its length, flows eastward in loops before dropping over a falls and emptying
into a cove sheltered from Narragansett Bay by a long spit of land (these last-named features, falls and cove,
forming the nucleus of Pawtuxet village, with its own development patterns distinct, but not isolated, from those
of Edgewood). Edgewood's location, bounded by river and park, has greatly influenced its development as a
primarily residential suburb of detached houses, with supporting institutional and commercial services, through
the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.

Broad Street (portions of U. S. 1A /R. I. Route 117) is the spine of the neighborhood. Connecting
Providence on the north to Pawtuxet village on the south, it follows the way of a cart road serving the
farmsteads planted by colonial settlers. Broad Street's entrance into Cranston from Providence is marked by
Oakland Cemetery (1848), a garden cemetery lying on the west side of the road. Warwick Avenue (R. I. Route
117) branches south from Broad Street to an old Pawtuxet River crossing. Park Avenue (R. I. Route 12),
Cranston's primary cross-town road, intersects Broad Street and Warwick Avenue just north of the Pawtuxet
River and continues westward. The other major thoroughfares are Narragansett Boulevard and Norwood
Avenue. Narragansett Boulevard is a broad avenue paralleling and offering glimpses of Narragansett Bay. It
extends from Allens Avenue at the Providence city line southward to Stillhouse Cove, where marshlands around
this inlet have been reserved for a public park. Norwood Avenue links Narragansett Boulevard and Broad
Street, constituting an important part of the metropolitan transportation system (designated as part of U.S. 1A),
and continues westward as a grand approach to Roger Williams Park. The intersection of Broad Street and
Warwick and Norwood Avenues forms the center of the neighborhood. This is visually dominated by the
soaring profile of the Academic Gothic St. Paul Roman Catholic Church (1930), set amid single-story
commercial buildings.

There are few physical remains from the period between initial European colonial settlement and the
beginnings of more intensive suburban residential development in the 1870s. Mill privileges were established
at Pawtuxet Falls, Bellefonte, and Elmville, the last two served by Cunliff's Pond, which was formed by
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damming Mashapaug Brook. Today the mills at Pawtuxet and Elmville are gone, as are the tiny hamlets of
Elmville and Bellefonte, though a cluster of factories dating from the early and mid-twentieth century still
stands at Bellefonte.

A few country houses were built in Edgewood in the decades preceding the Civil War. The survivors are
treated as part of the historical context in Section 8. A summer resort called Smith's Palace, a waterside grove
for passive recreation and shore dining, occupied a site below the bluffs, just east of the present Narragansett
Boulevard. This facility originated in the 1840s and continued into the 1870s, whereafter it became the "Home
Society Grounds" for another few decades, then a suburban estate for several decades more. Though nothing
remains of Smith's Palace, the continuous occupancy of its former site (near the Rosedale Apartments; see
below) by low-density uses into the early twentieth century probably accounts for the relative openness of the
shoreline at that location.

Edgewood's character today is defined chiefly by its residential quarters, and in turn by the distinctive
characteristics of each quarter. Gradually through the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, the rural
colonial and early republican farmsteads of Edgewood were platted as residential subdivisions. This
incremental process occurred without an overall plan or vision for the neighborhood, and consequently its visual
character 1s similar to that of a patchwork quilt.

As the neighborhood grew, it filled with houses of the types and styles prevalent during each period or wave
of development. They range from a single surviving Federal period farmhouse to California Contemporary
ranches and condos of the 1950s to 1980s, and include examples of nineteenth-century vernacular, Italianate,
Second Empire, Modern Gothic, Modern Colonial, Queen Anne, Colonial Revival, Shingle, Bungalow, Four-
square, Dutch Colonial, Tudor Revival, Two-decker, Three-decker, Ranch, and Modern domestic architecture.
Most of these are single- to three-family dwellings. - The majority of construction dates from about 1890 to
1930, reflecting the impact of electric trolley service, inaugurated here in 1892, and the growing use of
automobiles after 1910. As throughout much of the Providence metropolitan area dating from this period, the
Modern Colonial, Queen Anne, Colonial Revival, Shingle, Four-square, and Dutch Colonial types predominate,
together with a distinctive type of Queen Anne/Colonial Revival hybrid style peculiar to Providence, which
enjoyed great popularity. '

A few moderately-sized apartment complexes have been constructed along Broad Street and Norwood
Avenues, mostly during the 1960s and 1970s, the notable exceptions being the aptly named brick and half-
timber Tudor Arms (1932) on Broad Street and the outstanding Art Moderne Rosedale Apartments (1939) on
Narragansett Boulevard, the latter a major landmark for both the neighborhood and Rhode Island. Next to the
Rosedale, and in sharp contrast to the rest of the neighborhood, is the former Colonial Motor Inn (1959), later
the Cranston Hilton. This Modermn style structure with a five-story vertical slab hovering over low-spreading
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horizontal wings was constructed to take advantage of the views from its waterfront site. It is now a facility of
Johnson & Wales University. In 1964 a Modem six-story tower slab containing subsidized apartments for the
elderly was built off Warwick Avenue between Broad Street and Park Avenue. Since 1980 two small
condominium complexes have been built: one on Circuit Drive on the site of a Victorian country house
demolished ca 1952, the other on the site of a 1901 Narragansett Boulevard mansion demolished to make way
for it; again, development driven by the market desirability of water views.

As families came, so did the institutional and commercial establishments that sustain daily life: the schools
and religious buildings, library, clubs, movie theatre, and various stores, businesses, and offices. Except for
schools, they have tended to cluster along the major arterial streets of the neighborhood: Broad Street and
Warwick Avenue. The different nature of these establishments, and their varied architectural types and styles,
serve as counterpoint to the overall domestic character of the neighborhood. Most dominant in the visual
structure of Edgewood are the above-mentioned St. Paul Roman Catholic Church; the Renaissance Revival
William H. Hall Library (1926), dramatically sited back of a sweep of lawn along Broad Street; and the
clubhouses of the Edgewood Yacht Club (1908) and Rhode Island Yacht Club (1956), both dramatically
perched on pilings in Narragansett Bay: the former at the foot of Shaw Avenue, the latter in Stillhouse Cove.
This class of cultural resources also includes the Church of the Transfiguration (Episcopal; 1910; Late Gothic
Revival) and Edgewood Congregational Church (1923-4, 1954, 1966; Neoclassical Revival), both on Broad
Street; Temple Torat Yisrael (1960; Modern), Park Avenue; Edward S. Rhodes School (1931), Shaw Avenue;
Chester N. Barrows School (1928), Beachmont Avenue; Norwood Avenue School, Norwood Avenue; Fire
Station #1 (1927), Park Avenue; Sophia Little Home (1900; Shingle), Norwood Avenue; Scandinavian Home
for the Aged (1960; Modern), Broad Street; Palace Theatre (1916, now St. Stephen's Chapel), Broad Street;
Leo Logan Block (1931, Art Deco), Broad Street.

Today Edgewood comprises somewhere between thirty and forty subdivisions laid out between 1860 and.
They range in size from 672 to as few as 10 lots. Lots range from less than 3,000 square feet to over one acre,

with most measuring from 4,000 to 10,000 square feet. It includes plats with acres of 4,000- to 5,000-square-
foot lots contained within orthogonal street grids, broad avenues with comfortable houses on generous lots,

intimate dead-end cul-de-sacs with no more than ten or a dozen houses, and a grand boulevard paralleling the
spectacular Narragansett Bay shoreline.
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Inventory

Contributing structures are defined as properties erected during the district's period of significance, which
includes its development as a farm, a country estate, and a streetcar and early-auto suburb, extending up to the
onset of World War II (1942), which retain sufficient integrity to convey the district's significance. Buildings
and structures erected after the war, including those less than fifty years old, generally conform to a pattern of
history and types and styles of construction very different from those illustrated by properties within the district
built before 1942, and do not contribute to the district according to the historic context as currently defined and

described in this nomination.
All properties are contributing except those marked "NC" (non-contributing).

Broad Street

2060-62 Katherine J. Dillon House (ca 1925): A 2's-story, hip-roof, shingled two-decker
with an asymmetrical fagade. The partial-width, full 2-story entrance porch is
recessed into the mass of the house at the northwest corner, and contains paired
stde-hall entrances at the first-floor level.

In 1925 this lot was set off from the house lot containing number 2064 Broad
(see below), and the two-decker was constructed as an investment property leased
to tenants. The first known tenants (1928) were Samuel H. Tinsley, a chemist, and
his wife Anna M., and Edward F. Sheffers and his wife Doris.

2064 John S. Adamson House / Taft Estate Cottage / Patrick and Mary Dillon House (¢
1855, later additions): A 1Y2-story, flank-gable roof, 19th-century vernacular

single-family dwelling with clapboard walls, simple flat-board trim, and a
symmetrical fagade with enclosed central front porch and three end-gabled

;o .1:“\
L {;; dormers.
i : R The 1870 Beers map of Pawtuxet shows a building at this approximate location
=~~~ """ as an appendage to the Orray Taft estate, on a separate lot measuring about 107 by
7 80 feet.

In 1860 Providence merchant Orray Taft (1793-1865) purchased the former
James Brattle Farm north of Pawtuxet Village from Brown & Ives, and initiated
the development of a suburban estate. That same year Taft also purchased at

auction from mortgagee Edmund B. Mallett real estate of the late John S.
Adamson (1809-1858). The premises are described (in part) as a "...lot of land



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(8 86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Property name _Edgewood Historic District-Taft Estate Plat, Cranston, Providence County, R.I.

Section number 7 Page 11

with a dwelling house with other buildings and improvements... bounded...
westerly on the main road leading from Pawtuxet to Providence one hundred seven
feet and holding that width extends back easterly eighty feet from said road...
bounding northerly, easterly, and southerly on land now or formerly of Brown &
Ives."

Edward Arnold created this lot in 1753 when he sold the house standing on it to
Thomas Corp. Later transactions show the market value of the property dropping
between 1828 and 1855, all sales for a "lot... with all the building(s)": no direct
reference to a dwelling. In 1842 the property was purchased by an absentee
landlord from Charlestown, Mass., who sold it to ex-Governor John Brown
Francis in 1846, neither of whom lived here. The pattern seems to indicate that the
original colonial house was either demolished at some point or allowed to
deteriorate.

After purchasing the property for $250 in 1855, John S. Adamson mortgaged it
in 1857, at the same time promising to maintain an insurance policy on the
"Dwelling House and other Buildings and Improvements" for a value of $500.
Adamson died in December 1858, a month after the due date of the promissory
note the mortgage was intended to secure. Twenty-three months later, the
mortgagee sold the property to Orray Taft for $1,000. It appears that Adamson
built a new dwelling on the parcel between 1855 and 1857, which was
subsequently conveyed to Orray Taft. The Taft family probably used the
Adamson house as a residence for servants.

After Orray's son Edward P. Taft died in 1899, his heirs began disposing of his
extensive real estate holdings in Edgewood. In August 1904 the grounds of the
family home overlooking the Providence River were subdivided by Stephen B.
Brown as the Taft Estate Plat. The description of the Adamson property conforms
with what became lot 1 and part of lot 2 in the Taft Estate subdivision,
encompassing the site of 2064 Broad.

In October 1904 Patrick and Mary Dillon purchased the cottage at 2064 Broad.
Their children Catherine, John, Margaret, and Mary continued to live here, the last
one into the 1950s.
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2070-72 James E. and Ida M. Fearney House (1905): A 2'2-story, cross-gable roof house
containing three flats. It has an asymmetrical fagcade with paired off-center
e entrances sheltered by an open Tuscan porch flanked by a 2-story bay window. It
74 is now covered with vinyl siding.
The Fearneys never lived here. The apartments were leased to tenants as an
investment.

Thomas McWilliams House (between 1908 and 1911 with later alterations): A
2Y4-story, hip-roof, cubical-mass house with hip-roof dormers. The fagade
consists of a central fanlight entrance under an ogee roof portico flanked on each
side by paired windows, and three second-story windows grouped toward the
center. All these fagade elements are set in a wall plane which projects slightly
from the front of the main block of the house. The articulation and detailing of the
fagade are unusual for a date ca 1910, and may be the result of a later renovation,
The house is covered with siding and all windows are replacement units. It has
been converted to office use.

Available tax records (which are not entirely complete) indicate that a
residence was standing on this lot by 1911, but the house does not appear in city
directories until 1913, when 1t is listed as the residence of Thomas McWilliams,
the property's owner according to land records. McWilliams is identified as a
machinist employed in Providence. He died about 1920, and after his heirs
disposed of the property, it passed through four different owners in the next five
years. It seems possible that the fagade was altered some time during this period.

Garage: Detached side-yard, one-car, single-bay, with breezeway.

2100 House (¢ 1860): 2%-story, hip-roof, cubical-mass dwelling now encased in vinyl
siding, which appears to be an altered Victorian Italianate residence. The central

A~ sidelight-and-transom entranceway is covered by a portico composed of sturdy

| paneled piers supporting a roof trimmed with elaborate scroll brackets and a deep

cornice. There is a shallow bay window over the portico. The fenestration has

been changed, with a number of double and triple windows of later vintage now

filled with modern replacement sash. It has been converted to office use.
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Circuit Drive

2 Andrew B. and Ethel C. Walls House (1922): A 2'%-story, hip-roof, rectangular-
(also 1533 Narragansett  block, brick-veneer dwelling in the free eclectic style popular for middle-class
Blvd) suburban housing of the period. Generally Georgian Colonial in character, this

house features a generous front porch facing Narragansett Bay and French doors
opening to a side porch covered by a Craftsman style pergola. Modern double and
triple windows are filled with quaint Queen Anne type sash (single-light lower
sash with multi-pane sash above, in different patterns), and the deep roof overhang
suggests Prairie School or Italian influence.

Mr. Walls was agent for the Weybosset Mill in Olneyville.

Garage: Detached, two-car, single-bay, hip roof.

3 Newton D. and Alice G. F. Benson House (1910): A 2%-story Bungalow type
(also 1529 Narragansett dwelling with sweeping gable roof engulfing the second floor and attic. An
Blvd) asymmetrically placed, projecting entrance vestibule dominates the south face of

this corner-lot house, while on the east a deeply recessed porch (now glazed with
modern casement windows) overlooks Providence River from beneath a prominent
gabled, partly recessed dormer. The house's simple detailing has a distinct Arts
and Crafts flavor.

Mr. Benson (1876-1931) was an engineer and contractor, and proprietor of the
Cement Concrete Construction Company of Providence, suppliers of "design and
construction of concrete work, hollow blocks, trimmings, walks, etc."

Garage: Detached.

21 House (c 1989): An asymmetrically massed clapboard dwelling comprising two 3-

NC story blocks arranged to form a shallow T, covered by gable roofs perpendicular to
one another and oriented parallel to the street, and a 2-story gabled ell attached to

. the cross-bar of the T, the latter of which forms the central unit of the composition.

= A double-door entrance with sidelights is set under a hip-roof portico at the base of

i .- the T. Integral garage.
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25-27 Circuit Drive Condominium (¢ 1989): A 2's-story, cross-gable, clapboard double
NC house with symmetrical fagade. The central split-level entrances are one-half story

above grade and placed back-to-back under a hip-roof entrance porch. The porch
is flanked by overhead garage doors at grade. Above the entrance porch, a large
dormer breaks up through the eaves line, and contains a double window with
sidelights, topped by a blind fan over the central pair. There are oriel windows in
the gable ends. Twin integral one-car, single-bay garages. Identical to 42-44
Selkirk Road.

Joseph A. and Elizabeth C. Ratcliffe House (1913): A 2's-story, gable-roof,
asymmetrical Modern Colonial dwelling with clapboard and shingle wall cover.
On the street front a wrap-around corner entrance porch with roof balustrade is
offset by a projecting 2-story bay. A deep cornice extends across the gable ends as
a mini-pent roof, and detailing is a free combination of simplified Colonial Revival
and Queen Anne elements. The lot is lushly planted with evergreen shrubs and
trees.

Mr. Ratcliffe was a manufacturing jeweler.

William G. Lind House (1910; Norman M. Isham, architect): A 2'%-story, flank-
gable, clapboard Colonial Revival dwelling of highly refined design, created by
one of the masters of the style in Rhode Island. The street fagade centers on a
generous ogee-roof, trellis-sided portico sheltering a fanlight entranceway, and
culminates in a range of three end-gable dormers across the roof. Details includes
splayed lintel-and-keystone board trim over windows, modillion cornices, and an
Ionic side porch covering French doors overlooking the garden.

Lind was secretary of the T. W. Lind Company of Providence, manufacturers

of jewelers findings. He previously lived at 22 Selkirk Road with his father Peter
Lind, who apparently aided his son with the construction of this house.

46 Frederick S. and Nellie C. Dews House (1912-13): A 2'-story, shingle and stone,
Queen Anne/Colonial Revival dwelling with a broad, flaring end gambrel roof
encompassing the second story and attic. A full width front porch has stone
plinths supporting sections of balustrade and pairs and triplets of slender Tuscan
colonnettes bearing the roof. Within it shelters a side-hall entrance with leaded-
glass sidelights. Above, a pair of prismatic bays are covered with flaring shed
roofs. Nearly full-length, shed-roof side dormers accommodate the second story.
Mr. Dews was a bookkeeper.
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Garage: Detached back-lot, two-car, two-bay, end gable roof.,

51-53 Bernard Borgeson House (between 1909 and 1911): A 2'-story, hip-roof, brick
veneer and slate-clad, two-decker with paired off-center entrances flanked on one
side by a 2-story bay window and a partial-width front porch which is a late 20th-
century replacement for the original one. The roof has deep eaves and prominent
hip dormers.

Borgeson was a master mariner.

Muir-Bundy House (¢ 1910-11): A 2':-story, cross-gable roof, shingled Modem
Colonial two-decker with an off-center, 2-story front bay and partial width
Colonial Revival front porch. The entrances to the flats are at the northwest corner
(one on the front and one on the side of the house; an unusual arrangement), and a
thin cornice with little brackets runs at the eaves and across the ends of the roof.

Stephen B. Brown sold off this property in 1909, and within two years it had
two different owners. A house was apparently standing on this lot by 1911, when
it was taxed to Albert W. Muir, who never lived here and held the property for less
than a year.

Beginning in 1911 widow Sarah C. Bundy lived here with her adult children
Henry M.; Elizabeth, a bookkeeper; and Willard C., a dentist. The Bundy family
retained ownership of the property until 1944,

Garage: Detached back-lot, two-car, two-bay, hip roof.

55 Harold A. Berry House (ca 1914): A 2%-story, flaring end-gable, Modern
Colonial dwelling with asymmetrical fagade, now covered in aluminum siding. A
full-width Tuscan porch shelters an off-center entrance, and there is a second-story
bay over the porch at the left (west) side of the fagade.

Berry was a clerk.

—

Garage: Detached back-lot.
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56 Edward A. Havens House (1910): A 2)2-story, flaring hip-roof, Modern Colonial
dwelling clad in clapboard and shingle. Its most prominent feature is a multi-
level-balustraded, Tuscan-column front porch of more-than full width, wrapping
around the northeast corner. This shelters an off-center entrance flanked by a 2-
story bay window. The deep roof overhang has narrow, applied flat-strap brackets
intended to look like extended roof rafters, and there is a prominent hip-roof front
dormer.

Havens worked as a teller in Providence.

57 James H. Cann House (c 1908): A 2%-story, flaring hip-roof Modern Colonial
dwelling clad in shingle. It has a full-width front porch with modern steel
replacement supports and balustrades and an asymmetrical fagade with an off-
| center entrance and second-story bay window. The deep roof overhang has narrow
RS flat-strap brackets and there is a hip-roof front dormer.

| L Cann was a mason.

- Garage: Detached back-lot, two-car, single-bay, high hip roof.

60 House (1974): A 1-story, rectangular-block, end-gable dwelling which is a typical
NC suburban tract ranch, turned end-to-street. This configuration is not unusual in
older subdivisions of Providence's inner metropolitan area, where the standard
narrow-front "streetcar suburb" lots cannot accommodate the usual broad-side
siting. Here the mixed brick veneer, clapboard, shingle, and vertical-board siding
and multi-pane front windows provide the "Rustic Colonial" or "Early American"
ambience popular in the 1960s and 1970s.

Narragansett Boulevard
1529 See 3 Circuit Drive

1533 See 2 Circuit Drive
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1561-63 G. Ervin and Ethel S. Thompson House (1927): A large 2%-story, rectangular-
block, hip-roof, multi-unit dwelling in free eclectic mode with a symmetrical
facade, 1-story projecting central entrance pavilion topped with a roof balustrade,

|f\‘\\\ . bands of double, triple, and quadruple windows, and an eyebrow front dormer .
n! . . .ma§ Asis typical for the period there are side porch extensions on each end: on the

north, one story, partly enclosed; on the south, full two story, fully enclosed.
The Thompsons were Christian Science practitioners.

Garage: Detached, two-car, single-bay, hip roof.

Selkirk Road

1 Gilman E. and Mary W. Jopp House (c 1905): A large 2'4-story, hip-roof double

(also 32 Windsor Road) house of symmetrical design. Its most prominent feature is a large 2-story,
wraparound porch enveloping the east front and parts of the north and south sides.
This porch has a pair of polygonal gazebo-like pavilions with conical roofs, one
each at the northeast and southeast corners of the porch. Behind these corner
pavilions are 2-story polygonal corner bays on the main block of the house. Deep
eaves with applied flat-stick brackets project out over these bays, and there is a
large hip-roof dormer on the east side of the roof.

The Jopps owned the house next door at 1 Stratford Road, where they lived.

This was apparently an investment property rented out to tenants. Mr. Jopp was a
notary with an office in Westminster Street in downtown Providence.

12 Arthur and Lillian M. Rushton House (1922): A 2-story, shingle clad dwelling
oriented flank to the street, with jerkinhead and shed dormer roof of a type
commonly seen in early 20th century houses, where the roof's eaves come down to
the top of the first story, and broad shed dormers comprise the second floor. The
fagade has an entrance under a gable-roof shell hood on heavy brackets, set near
the center, with a tiny entry hall window to the right side (south). Fenestration is
symmetrical and composed of double and triple window bands of mostly six-over-
one sash. There is a 1-story glazed sunroom with deck-on-hip roof attached to the
south side. This free eclectic house type is usually described as Colonial in
literature of the period, but it also has an English flavor.

Mr. Rushton was a real estate and insurance broker.
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Garage: Detached back-lot, opening onto Narragansett Boulevard.

16 James A. and Mildred A. Christie House (1923): A 2-story, clapboarded dwelling
with symmetrical fagade and a jerkinhead and shed dormer roof arrangement
similar to that described on number 12 but differently proportioned, having a much
smaller hip at the peak. Its predominant feature is a large scale Neoclassical
central portico with both rusticated piers and Tuscan columns carrying a segmental
arch with keystone. The portico is topped with a gable roof with end returns.
Above it the central bay of the dormer projects forward and contains a recessed
window with narrow sidelights. The first-story fagade windows are modern
casement replacements. There is a small hip-roof ell on the north.

Mr. Christie was a wool buyer for the Atlantic Mills in the Olneyville section
of Providence.

Garage: Attached one-car, single-bay behind the house, with driveway to
Narragansett Boulevard.

22 Peter and Margaret W. Lind House (1910; attributed to Norman M. Isham,
architect): A large 2-story, brick veneer and shingle, symmetrically designed
Tudor Revival dwelling, distinguished by its cross-gable roof with two front
gables. The central entrance with sidelights and transom is sheltered by a
Craftsman inspired portico with both brick piers and Tuscan columns supporting a
pergola-type roof with projecting-rafter brackets. A hip-roof polygonal bay
window over the portico is flanked by two upper-story projecting pavilions capped
by the front gables, and the end gables also project over the second story. A small
hip-roof ell is attached to the north side. Detailing includes pendants under the
overhangs, vergeboards and peak finials on the front gables, projecting-purlin
brackets, and double-hung windows with diamond-pane upper sash over single-
light lower sash.

Although this house lacks specific documentation, it bears strong stylistic
affinities to the Lindsay T. Damon House (125 Lloyd Avenue) and O. Perry Sarle
House (263 Morris Avenue) in Providence, both designed by Norman Isham, and
since Isham was also building a house for Peter Lind's son just down the street at
this same time, it seems likely that he designed this house as well.
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Peter Lind was treasurer of the T. W. Lind Company of Providence,
manufacturers of jewelers findings. He and his family moved here from South
Providence.

28 William Smith House (1907): A large and elaborate 2'%-story, cross-gable,
clapboard and shingle, asymmetrically composed Queen Anne dwelling. The
fagade has a side-hall entrance, sheltered by a deep entrance porch flanked by a 1-
story bay window, and a carved decorative panel under a shallow molded hood on
tiny brackets, set between the two asymmetrically placed second-story windows.
On the north, a triple window steps up the facade, clearly following the line of the
main staircase; this is elaborately ornamented with very heavy-scale brackets and
pediments over each window, the central one triangular, flanked by two segmental
ones. A spacious veranda with views to the Providence River sweeps along the
south side and wraps around a polygonal tower set into the house's southeast
corner. This tower terminates with a third-story turret topped with an ogee-curved
dome. The gables have end returns and a continuous cornice mold across their
bases.

Smith was a partner in the Providence firm Smith Brothers, which advertised
itself as "manufacturers of cheap jewelry."

Garage: Detached back-lot, opening onto Narragansett Boulevard.

31 Mary J. Gregory House (1905): A 2-story, asymmetrically designed, shingle-clad
Queen Anne dwelling topped by a dual-hip roof with its lower pitch terminating at
a cornice mold surmounted by a smaller hip of extremely shallow pitch. There is
an offset, end-gabled front pavilion at the left (south) end of the fagade
incorporating a polygonal bay window in its base, and a plain entrance porch
across the part of the front to its north. Detailing is limited to a shallow kick-out
stringcourse at the second-story line, vergeboards on the front gable, and corner
brackets.

Widow Mary Jane Gregory (1835-1926) purchased this lot from Stephen B.
Brown in May 1905, and immediately executed a mortgage with Emma S.
Blanchard of Los Angeles, California, apparently to secure a loan to enable
construction of this house. Mrs. Gregory and her brother and sister-in-law, George
B. Arnold (1867-1933) and Margaret A. Campbell Arnold (1866-1935), were
involved in a complex series of sales and mortgages involving this house and a
property formerly at 2185 Broad Street, Pawtuxet, so it is not immediately
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apparent which parties were residing in which house. The 1911 city directory lists
George B. Arnold and his widowed sister-in-law Mrs. Elisha S. [Maria] Arnold
(1833-1915) as residents of 31 Selkirk. Mrs. Gregory finally sold this house to her
sister-in-law Margaret Arnold in October 1912.

George B. Arnold is identified as manager of the Martin E. Mason Company, cigar
manufacturers, at 2179 Broad Street, Pawtuxet.

Garage: Attached one-car, single-bay, end gable roof set behind the house,
opening onto Stratford Road.

38 Ida Leach House (1959): A sprawling 1-story Contemporary style Ranch house
NC with asymmetrically disposed wings covered with extremely low-pitch,
intersecting gable-on-hip roofs. An offset, projecting two-car, single-bay garage
dominates the left (north) end of the fagade and is flanked by a projecting pavilion
with a recess containing the off-center entrance and a large picture window. Its
asymmetrical fenestration includes a variety of fixed plate-glass and casement
windows. This is a classic and well-designed example of a modern ranch type
dwelling.

Leach was proprietor of an eponymous dress shop located in Cranston's Garden
City Shopping Center.

Cyrus P. and Marion S. Clough House (1913): A 2)2-story, symmetrical,
clapboard-clad, hip-roof dwelling with cubical massing and Colonial and
Craftsman style design elements. Its central Doric entrance portico has a roof
balustrade forming a shallow balcony fronting a slightly recessed second-story
center bay containing a French window sheltered by a hood on brackets. The front
dormer is composed of a central shed-roof central unit between two slightly
projecting end-gabled units. Eight-over one double-hung windows are trimmed
with shutters that feature cut-out panels above their louvered lower sections.
There are two side porches: an open one on the north and a glazed sunroom on the
south. Eaves are trimmed with flat brackets designed to look like rafter
extensions.

Mr. Clough was an agent at the Hills Grove Foundry in Warwick.

Garage: Detached one-car, single-bay set behind the house, opening onto Circuit
Drive.
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42-44 Stillhouse Cove Condominium (c 1989): A 2's-story, cross-gable, clapboard
NC double house with symmetrical fagade. The central split-level entrances are one-

| half story above grade and placed back-to-back under a hip-roof entrance porch.
Ty ) The porch 1s flanked by overhead garage doors at grade. Above the entrance

porch, a large dormer breaks up through the eaves line, and contains a double
window with sidelights, topped by a blind fan over the central pair. There are oriel
windows in the gable ends. Twin integral one-car, single-bay garages. Identical to
25-27 Circuit Drive.

1 Gilman E. and Mary W. Jopp House (1905): A 2'5-story, clapboard, hip-roof
dwelling with rectangular block massing. Its dominant feature is a 2-story
wraparound veranda encircling the front (south) and east side, terminating in a
circular-plan, 2-story, gazebo-like pavilion capped with a conical roof. The central
entrance is flanked on the right (east) by a 2-story bay window. Three narrow flat-
head lancets, the center one taller than the other two, are centered on the second-
story fagade. There are large hip-roof dormers on the front (south) and east.

The Jopps also owned the adjoining property at 1 Selkirk Road / 32 Windsor
Drive (see 1 Selkirk). Mr. Jopp (d. 1911) was a notary and shared a downtown
Providence office in Westminster Street with real estate agent George S. Lincoln.

Garage: Detached back-lot,.

9 William I. Cranston House (¢ 1914): A 2-story, shingle Dutch Colonial style
house with a symmetrical fagade and signature flank-gambrel roof with broad shed

dormers. The central entrance is sheltered by a delicately scaled portico with thin
colonettes, trellis sides, and a shallow segmental-profile hood. There is a 1-story
sunroom on the east side.

After Stephen B. Brown divested his ownership of this property, optician Frank
M. Silva and then Gilman and Mary Jopp (see entries for 1 Stratford and 1 Selkirk)
held it as an investment, until Mary Jopp sold it in 1913 to William I. Cranston.
Cranston worked as a draftsman.

Garage: Detached back-lot, one-car, single-bay.
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11-13 Two-decker (c 1910): A 2%-story, hip-roof dwelling of flats with rectangular

) block massing. Its dominant feature is a 2-story, full-width front porch with a long

/_/)_,/:{ | flight of steps leading up from the sidewalk. The porch's fluted columns are

f*‘;‘\rﬁ:’ 5 ; N modern replacements. The asyrpmetrical fag:adg features off-center doorways at
o, (BT |g 3‘-“;" & each level flanked by transom?llke fixed-sash wmdoxys to thfs left (we'st.) and triple
s v:,'“‘* ' Qﬁi""‘? double-hung windows to the right (east). The house is clad in vinyl siding, and the
L:j“"“:: o double-hung windows are modern replacements.

Garage: Detached back-lot, two-car, single-bay, flat roof.

12 William M. and Mary F. Lee House (¢ 1908-10): A 2's-story, hip-roof Foursquare
dwelling with clapboard and shingle wall cover. A more-than-full-width Tuscan-
column porch extends across the asymmetrical fagade, which contains an off-
center entrance flanked by an offset 2-story bay window. The roof has deep eaves
and a hipped front dormer.

Mr. Lee was the city treasurer and worked at City Hall, then located in
Knightsville.

Bertrand and Lena B. Tillinghast House (¢ 1910): A 2-story, clapboard and
shingle, hip roof dwelling of asymmetrical design. A less-than-full-width front
porch has short Tuscan columns on top of a shingled parapet, and terminates with
a polygonal-plan, gazebo-like pavilion on the right (west). The side-hall entrance
has a Dutch door with glazed upper half. A tiny square, stained glass window is
nearly centered in the fagade on the first floor. At the northeast corner, a 2-story
polygonal bay creates a tower-like form recessed under the deep roof overhang,
which is treated with flat-strip brackets.

Mr. Tillinghast (1868-1943) worked as an engraver. Mrs. Tillinghast (1873-
1953) lived here until 1952.

20 William M. Smith House (1912): A 2'%-story, clapboard and shingle, hip-roof
Foursquare dwelling with the typical 2-bay fagade and side-hall entrance with
= sidelights. The full-width front porch is detailed with a shingled parapet pierced
with a stick balustrade panel, short Tuscan columns on top of the parapet, and a
,m i 5 ‘ﬁ; -i‘[}',‘"] w pergola-like roof with extended rafter ends. The deep roof eaves are outfitted with
o ﬂ,i\l, gf flat-strip brackets, and rather broad dormers with low-pitch hip roofs have a Prairie
T == School flavor.

e v . e ———
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Garage: Detached back-lot, one-car, single-bay, hip roof.

21 David L. Dick House (1910): A 2%-story, clapboard and shingle with an
asymmetrical 2-bay facade. The full-width front porch has a clapboard parapet
with a balustrade insert and short Tuscan columns. The sidelighted side-hall
entrance is flanked to the left (west) by a 2-story bay window. A back-stair
landing bay projects from the east side. The roof has a deep overhang and a hip
dormer on the front. Windows contain a combination of four-, six-, and eight-
light-over-single-light double-hung sash.

Dick was a druggist.

Garage: Detached back-lot, two-car, two-bay, flat roof.

Mary W. Jopp House (c 1908): A 2':-story, shingled Modern Colonial dwelling
with end-gambrel roof encompassing the second floor and attic. A full-width front
porch is detailed with painted brick plinths supporting shingled parapet panels and
short pairs and triplets of Tuscan columns. A flare in the wall plane forms a
stringcourse over the second-floor fagade windows, and broad shed dormers open
out the second floor on the sides (east and west).

Mary Jopp (see 1 Stratford and 1 Selkirk) acquired this property in 1908 and
subsequently erected this house, which was leased out to tenants. The first known
occupants (1911) were William H. Boyce, profession unknown, and Fred B.
Johnson, proprietor of a restaurant. In 1915 Mrs. Jopp sold the house to widow
Nellie F. Fenner, who resided here with her son Henry A. Fenner, a clerk.

Garage: Detached back-lot, two-car, two-bay, flat roof.

29 Clinton S. Westcott House (1907): A small-scale 2-story Dutch Colonial style
dwelling with the signature flank-gambrel roof and shed dormers, here somewhat
less broad than usual. Its dominant feature is a full-width front porch completely
glazed with small-paned casement windows.

Westcott was a physician.
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Windsor Road
16 Walter W. and Ethel F. Massie House (¢ 1924): A 2-story, hip-roof

dwelling with rectangular-block massing and shingle wall cover, of a
type generally considered Colonial style during the period of its
construction. Its windows are mostly six-over-one double-hung sash
trimmed with shutters containing cut-out panels over their louvered
lower sections. A pergola with trellis panels is attached to the west
side.

Walter Wentworth Massie (1874-1941) was a pioneer inventor /
entrepreneur in the field of wireless technology and communications.
Son of a Providence banker, Massie trained as an engineer at Brown
University and Tufts University, and entered the Providence City
Engineer Office in 1896. He began experimenting with wireless
technology in 1895. In 1903 he resigned his city job and started the
Massie Wireless Company. Initially operations focused on ship-to-
shore communication, but Massie Wireless also built radio equipment
and outfitted entire stations for contract clients, including the military.
A significant innovator, Massie received twenty patents between 1904
and 1909, and was a key figure in the development of many industry
standards.

However, the early radio industry was characterized by intense
competition and — often — devious business practices. Strongly
committed to honesty and integrity, Massie left the wireless business in
1912, Massie became a noted yachtsman and served a number of years
as commodore of the Rhode Island Yacht Club. During World War I
Massie organized and directed the Navy's radio school at Goat Island,
Newport. After the war Massie became Cranston City Engineer, the
post he held when this house was constructed, and served as a
consulting radio engineer until his retirement.

Before building this house, the Massie family resided for many
years at 33 Windsor Road.

Garage: Attached one-car, single-bay, basement.
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29 Albert and Sarah A. Roberts House (1905): A 2'2-story, rectangular-
block, hip-roof house with asymmetrical fagade and a wraparound
porch across parts of the front (south) and east side. There is an offset
2-story bay window on the front. The roof has deep overhangs and
hip-roof dormers.

Albert Roberts (1856-1924) was born in Trowbridge, Wiltshire,
England, and emigrated to Providence with his family in 1870. He
became a grocery clerk, and eventually opened his own grocery store at
Wanskuck in 1883. Roberts served as a state Representative from
Providence from 1897 to 1902. He sold his store in 1904 and
constructed and moved to this house the following year. After serving
a single term in the General Assembly in 1906, Roberts was appointed
doorkeeper of the House in 1909, and remained until 1923.

Garage: Detached side-yard, two-car, two-bay.

31-33 Albert and Sarah A. Roberts House (¢ 1905): A 2':-story, hip-roof
dwelling of flats with asymmetrical fagade and shingle wall cover. A
pair of offset entrances are covered by a small Tuscan-column, hip-roof
entrance porch flanked to the right (east) by a 2-story bay window. A
large 2-story, gazebo-like porch with low hip roof is attached to the
southeast corner of the facade. It is detailed with shingled parapets
supporting short Tuscan columns. A polygonal dormer with conical
roof fills the front roof slope.

Albert and Sarah Roberts, who lived next door, apparently built this
as an investment property leased to tenants. Mrs. Roberts sold the
house to William A. and Lydia Ellis in 1928. For years, Walter and
Ethel Massie (see 16 Windsor) resided at number 33.

Garage: Detached back-lot, two-car, single-bay, hip roof.

32 See 1 Selkirk Road
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Clarence F. Burgess House (1909 or 1910): A 2%:-story,
asymmetrically designed, cross-gable two-decker, It has offset 2-story
bay windows on the front (south) and east side, and a 1-story porch
wrapping around the southeast corner, between the two bay windows.
There is a shed dormer on the west side. It is clad in vinyl siding, and
the porch columns and most of the window sash are modern
replacements.

Lillian M. Roberts Smith House (c 1909): A 2Y2-story, hip-roof
dwelling of modified two-decker design, with shingle wall cover and
Colonial Revival detailing. A two-level Tuscan porch, unroofed over
most of the second story, wraps around the front (north) and part of the
east side of the house; it has a polygonal gazebo-like pavilion at the
northeast corner, and the east end has a shed-roof screened enclosure
on the second level. The asymmetrical fagade contains paired side-hall
entrances leading to the two flats, toward the west end of the fagade.
The entrances are flanked by a 2-story bay window. At second-story
level the doorway to the porch is topped with a pediment. A polygonal
hip-roof front dormer and cross-gable on the east side project from the
roof.

This was the home of Albert and Sarah Roberts' daughter Lillian
May and her husband Frank E. Smith (see 29 and 31-33 Windsor).

Garage: Detached back-lot, two-car, two-bay, hip roof.

William W. Little House (1906): A 2%-story, shingled Modern

Colonial dwelling with flank-gambrel roof encompassing the second
floor and attic. The central entrance is sheltered by a generously scaled
Doric portico which is flanked by an eight-over-eight window on the
left (west) and a shallow rectangular, suspended window bay on the
right (east) containing three diamond-paned vertical sash. Two
symmetrically placed front dormers have shed roofs with deep
overhangs jutting out over them. Most of the windows not already
described have six-over-six double-hung sash. A 1-story, hip-roof
addition on the east was probably originally a porch; it appears it was
enclosed some time in the mid- to late 20th century.
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